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Volume 21   2011 Edition  Celebrating 25 Years  

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the JET 

Programme. I can say with firm confidence that 

this long running success is thanks to the hard 

work of generations of JET participants, and it is 

to you that I would like to express my sincere 

admiration. In particular, it is the JETAA mem-

bers active in various fields around the world who 

have contributed to JET earning the reputation as 

one of the largest person-to-person exchange pro-

grammes in the world. 

 

As many of you know, the JET Programme came 

under government review last year. The result-

ing media attention understandably caused a great 

deal of concern for JET alumni both in Japan and 

around the world. One can not help but be moved 

by the sincere outpouring of JET alumni the 

globe over rallying against possible cutbacks. The 

vast majority of local governments in Japan share 

your sentiment in calling for the continuation  of 

the JET Programme and it with these thoughts 

held close to heart that we would like to march 

forward, putting even greater  effort  into  the 

ongoing improvement of the Programme. 

 

Much has changed since the establishment of the 

JET Programme some 25 years ago. While it may 

be difficult for many early JET Programme par-

ticipants to imagine, with foreign language in-

struction becoming a primary school curriculum 

requirement starting this April, more JET partici-

pants than ever are placed in these schools to 

teach young learners. 

 

In addition, local level internationalisation has 

progressed steadily, leading to the further diversi-

fication of CIR work duties, including economic 

exchange activities and PR campaigns to attract 

tourists from overseas. With so many changes 

taking place, it may be perfect opportunity for 

you all to revisit Japan and your former JET 

stomping grounds. 

 

One theme that has been common in my conver-

sations with local governments has been their 

desire to get in touch and maintain connections 

with the JET alumni who once lived and worked 

in their communities. So do not be surprised if 

your former prefecture tries to contact you in 

some way in the near future. Whether it be asking 

for your advice on an upcoming visit by the 

mayor or governor to your home country or seek-

ing your opinion on overseas initiatives, there are 

countless ways in which JET alumni can assists 

their former hosts. With these collaborations tak-

ing root, there is no limit to the possibilities the 

JET network holds. Here at CLAIR, we hope to 

move forward hand in hand with you to further 

realise the full potential that the JET Programme 

has to offer. 

Greetings from Dr. Yoko Kimura, Chairperson of the Board of Directors  
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JETAA  

Singapore  
 

 

A Closer look at  

The New Kid On The Block  

JETAA Singapore  
(Contributed by Koh Yun) 

 

The year 2009 is special as  it marks the 10th anniversary 

of Singaporeôs participation in the JET Programme.  For 

former Singapore JET participants, it is double celebra-

tions as 2009 also marks the official formation of JETAA 

Singapore Chapter on 26 May.  

Today, JETAA Singapore is a one and a half year old 

ótoddlerô, still learning the ropes of growing up. The shar-

ing in this article is about the learning journey of the set-

ting up and running of JETAA Singapore and the insights 

gained during the 1.5-year process. It is written with the 

hope that the sharing can make the learning curve less 

steep for future JETAA Chapters and at the same time 

promote the sharing of ideas between JETAA Chapters at 

the international level. 

 

Looking Inwardsé 

 

Being a very new JETAA chapter, creating an active 

membership base  is our main concern. As such, our vi-

sion for the formative years is: Visibility, Participation, 

Excitement. 

 

Visibility:  As a new alumni without our own website 

in the beginning, we had to explore alternative 

methods to increase our visibility. Three strate-

gies were used: 

 1) Partnership with Embassy of Japan in Singapore 

and JETAA International to include our alumni 

email contact link in the JET page of these or-

ganizationsô websites to make it easier for poten-

tial members to contact the alumni.  

2) Proactive approach in sending email invitations (to 

join alumni) to returning ex-JETs after obtaining 

the list of returnees from Embassy of Japan in 

Singapore. 

3) Use of popular social media such as Facebook and 

Yahoo Group to set up alumni groups for photo 

sharing and communication etc. 

 

Participation: As most of the alumni members are 

very busy working adults, they are more ñunableò 

than ñunwillingò to participate in alumni activi-

ties. To facilitate more active participation, we 

conducted a simple survey to find out about the 

day/time/type of activity preferences of our mem-

bers. The results of the survey served as input for 

our event planning so that more convenient times 

can be chosen to maximize participation. 

 

Excitement: To create more excitement in our alumni 

activities, we have in place the following systems:                                                                                                                                                            

1) Partnership System ~ Whenever possible, we 

pair up a non-board member with a board mem-

ber in organizing each alumni event, taking into 

consideration the areas of interest expressed by 

respective members in ñMemberôs Surveyò. Be-

sides ensuring a closer partnership between board 

and alumni members, potential future board mem-

bers can be scouted in the process.                                                  

2) Feedback System ~ At the end of each alumni 

event, there is a feedback channel for participants 

to give feedback and suggestions. JETAA Singa-

pore successfully organized a ñPasir Ris Beach 

Clean Upò event to celebrate Sea Day , thanks to 

the suggestion of one of the alumni members who 

also helped co-organize the event. 

3) ñActivities Buffetò ~ To ensure that the alumni 

caters to the varied interests of our members, we 

present them with a buffet spread of activities. In 

the past one and a half year, JETAA Singapore 

successfully organized a variety of activities that 

promote Japanese and Singaporean cultures while 

facilitating networking among our members and 

associate partners. 

 

Networking activities:  Farewell  Reception 

for new JETs, Welcome Home Reception 

for returning JETs, Buddy System for ex-

JETs and new JETs, Shinnenkai celebra-

tion 

Japanese Language activities: Oshaberi Cafes 

(communicating  in  Japanese  through 

board games and themed conversations) 

Cultural activities: Japanese Home Cooking 

Workshop, Japanese Summer Festival 

Clean & Green activities: Pasir Ris Beach 

Cleanup 

 

 

 

 

 

Established 2009  
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Stories of JETAA Singapore 

(contributed by Koh Yun, Chen Jianwen & Olivia Wee) 

 

Story 1: Beach Clean Up Community Project 2010 
(contributed by Koh Yun) 

 

In celebration of Umi-no-hi (Sea Day), JETAA Singapore 

organized a beach clean-up at Pasir Ris beach on June 27. 

Armed with gloves, rakes, trash bags and pails, 15 volun-

teers comprising JETAA Singapore members and friends 

started their race against time to pick up litter along the 

beach at 8:30 am before the onset of high tide. 

During the two-hour period, the volunteers picked up all 

kinds of rubbish, ranging from snack packets, cups, bot-

tles to straws and more. 

Unfortunately, the precious window period for clean-up 

was shortened by a heavy downpour that forced the vol-

unteers to stop before the scheduled time. 

Despite the rain, the volunteers enjoyed the community 

event and expressed interest in taking part in another 

beach clean-up. 

The event was a collaboration between JETAA Singapore 

and the National Environment Agency. 

 

 

Story 2: Oshaberi Café   
(contributed by Olivia Wee) 

 

JETAA Singapore started our very own ñOshaberi Caf®ò 

to provide an avenue for our members to practise Japa-

nese. 

With the support of our Japanese friends, JETAA Singa-

pore members spent two lazy afternoons in November and 

December at a cosy cafe playing board games and chat-

ting in Japanese. 

Although playing English board games such as Squint, 

Pictureka and Hit/Miss, members used Japanese through-

out the game with the Japanese friends.  

 

On 27 Nov, members exchanged opinions with Japanese 

friends about what they found peculiar in each otherôs 

countries.  Besides  getting  to  use  Japanese,  everyone 

gained interesting insights into understanding Singapor-

ean and Japanese culture. 

On 19 Dec, as a pre-Christmas celebration, Japanese 

friends taught members how to sing familiar Christmas 

carols, Silent Night and Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer, 

in Japanese. It felt like we were transported back to Japan, 

minus the snow and wintry cold. 

 

We plan  to  add more  variety  to  the programme of 

Oshaberi Cafe, to engage the interest of our members to 

continue using the Japanese language. 

 

Story 3: Cooking Up A Storm  
(contributed by Koh Yun) 

 

 

JETAA Singapore members and some of our Japanese 

friends played chefs on 17 November, whipping up three 

Japanese dishes in a cooking workshop held at the Japa-

A Closer Look: JETAA Singapore continued...  
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nese Association. 

During the three-hour session, the 15 participants learnt 

how to make okonomiyaki, potato salad and miso soup. 

The workshop was conducted by Araya-sensei, a certified 

cooking instructor. 

This was the first cooking workshop organised by JETAA 

Singapore and the participants expressed keen interest in 

taking part in such classes in the future. 

 

Story 4: Summer FUN!  
(contributed by Chen Jianwen) 

 

Singaporean games such as Bola Tin, chapteh and cone 

and rings were a hit with the mostly Japanese crowd at the 

Japanese Summer Festival. 

Held on 21 Aug at  the Japanese Primary school  in 

Changi, the Festival was a one-day food and games carni-

val. 

Over 300 visitors tried their hands at the games at the 

booth ran by JETAA Sin-

gapore members and Re-

public  Polytechnic  stu-

dents. 

Friends cheered each other 

on as they tried to keep the 

chapteh in the air and chil-

dren competed with each 

other to be the first to top-

ple the tin can stacks. The 

booth  was  a  hubbub  of 

constant  excitement  and 

peals of laughter.  

Other than the games, the 

participants had to answer 

a simple quiz based on the 

JET Programme informa-

tion that was put up around 

the booth. As a result, we 

were inundated with lots of positive feedback and interest 

about the JET Programme from the visitors. 

Upon completing all six games, the participants walked 

away with a lucky draw prize each. 

During the second half of the day, the Republic Polytech-

nic students put up a story-telling performance --ñThe 

Singapore story: Sang Nila Utamaò at the booth. 

Decked up in their traditional costumes and homemade 

props, the actors charmed the audience with their consum-

mate acting and comic punch lines. They delivered an 

enriching cultural show for the crowd at the event. 

The summer festival was an important networking oppor-

tunity for JETAA Singapore members to meet and catch 

up with one another. Furthermore, it was a chance for the 

Japanese youths in Singapore to learn more about Singa-

porean culture.  

The event was a great success thanks to the efforts of the 

volunteers from JETAA Singapore and the students of 

Republic Polytechnic and the support from the Embassy 

of Japan (Singapore), CLAIR, the Japanese Association 

(Singapore) and Japanese School in Changi (Singapore).  

 

Looking Outwardsé 

 

As a brand new JETAA chapter, JETAA Singapore was 

privileged to learn good ideas from other well established 

JETAA chapters  through  the  networking  sessions  at  

JETAA International Meeting in Edinburgh in 2010. Even 

though the meeting has ended, this learning has been on-

going through the sharing of  invaluable online resources 

contributed by various JETAA Chapters on the JETAAI 

website  

(http://www.jetalumni.org/1514/index.php/

resources.html).  

 

For ex-JETs who are contemplating to set up a new 

JETAA chapter, JETAAI website is a good starting point 

to get great ideas and resources. 

 

With  the  newly  launched  JETAA Singapore  website 
( http://jetaasg.wordpress.com/about/), we hope to share 

and exchange more ideas with other JETAA Chapters at 

the international level.  

 

For general enquiries, we can be reached at:  

jetaasingapore@gmail.com 

 

For member- ship enquiries, we 

can  be reached at:  

secretary-

jetaasingapore@gmail.com  

A Closer Look: JETAA Singapore continued...  

http://www.jetalumni.org/1514/index.php/resources.html
http://www.jetalumni.org/1514/index.php/resources.html
mailto:jetaasingapore@gmail.com
mailto:secretaryjetaasingapore@gmail.com
mailto:secretaryjetaasingapore@gmail.com
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JETAA  

Tokyo  
 

A Closer look at  

Established 2010  

The Japan Exchange and Teaching  

Programme Alumni Association of Tokyo 
 
JETAA Tokyo is a non-profit organisation for current and 

former JET Programme participants living in or active in 

the Greater Tokyo Area.  

 
JET  alumni  represent  an  in-

credible  resource  of  accumu-

lated knowledge and experience 

about living and building a ca-

reer in the city. Founded in the 

spring of 2010, JETAA Tokyo 

seeks to bring these individuals 

together so that this wealth of 

information  may  be  shared 

amongst new and old alumni 

alike.  It is our hope that these new connections and net-

working opportunities provide value for all our members 

and may benefit them in their future endeavors.  

 
See what we are busy doing within our three pillar areas 

of Career, Community and Service! 

 

Career 

 
Providing support withé 

- Job searching 

- Resumes 

- Interviews 

- Contracts 

 

 

 

Working for you!  

 

We know that finding jobs after your JET appointment  

ends is a challenge. If you are interesting in working in 

the Greater Tokyo area, we hope we can help. We have 

job listings, networking events, mentorship programs, and 

general advice sessions, all for former JETs who want to 

continue to live and work in Japan. Connect with us by 

registering on the JETAA Tokyo website (which will also 

allow you to view job postings), or join the JETAA To-

kyo LinkedIn group. Our main focus is helping people 

like find jobs and advance their careers. Let us help you 

do that!  

Contact us at: career@jetaa-tokyo.org 

 

Community 

 
Helping JETs throughé 

- Social activities 

- Related organisations 

- Fun in Tokyo! 

 

The JETAA Community Subcommittee takes as its task to 

do what it can to help the community of JET alumni live 

easier, fuller lives here in this sprawling metropolis. Our 

members give advice about their favorite Tokyo spots, 

lifestyle tips, interest/hobby groups and special events 

around town. We also collaborate with the Career and 

Mentors and Mentees gather together for the Kick-off in  
October. 

JET Alums working with volunteer organisation Minna no 

Mori to keep forests in the Tokyo area clean. 

mailto:service@jetaa-tokyo.org
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especially Service Subcommittees to hold events, and host 

our own casual get-togethers throughout the year. If you 

have some good tips, please get in touch!  

community@jetaa-tokyo.org  

 

Service 

 
Come see what we are doingé 

 

Second Harvest Japan ï Monthly  

Preparing and serving hundreds of hot meals to the home-

less in Ueno Park, as well as assisting in 2HJôs other food 

bank activities. 

Tokyo Yamathon    Apr. 09 

An all-day team foot race around the Yamanote Line to 

support the Oxfam Japan Charity.  

 

Fujisawa Beach Clean Up    Apr. 17 

Joining over 700 volunteers for a day of surf and sand 

cleaning up the Shonan coast. Last year over 150 bags of 

gomi were removed! 

 

Rhythm and Hope   Apr. 28 

A night of music and fun to support Refugees Interna-

tional Japan 

 

 

The JETAA Service Subcommittee strives to give back to 

the greater society in which we live by supporting worthy 

causes both international and local. In doing so we hope 

that JETAA members will not just develop a sense of ca-

maraderie, but also enjoy a sense of meaningfulness in 

action that is too often absent in the bustling urban land-

scape.  Have any other ideas for community service you 

would like to do? Please let us know!  

service@jetaa-tokyo.org  

 

For more information, please visit our website at  

http://www.jetaa-tokyo.org 

 

 

A Closer Look: JETAA Tokyo continued...  

mailto:service@jetaa-tokyo.org
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